5. The Writing on the Wall
Scripture: Dañeel Saar 5:1-30

Memory Verse: 	Daniel 5:23b God gives you the breath of life and controls your destiny!
		Dañeel 5:23b  Yàlla moo yor sa bakkan tey ak ëllëg!

Theme: 	Nañu sàbbaal Yàlla Aji Kawe ji ku yor sunu bakkan yi tey ak ëllëg.
	Let us honor the Most High God who holds our lives in His hands.

You will need:
· Lemon juice, a Q-tip or paintbrush, a sheet of paper, and a candle or lighter (See the Activity: prepare this ahead of time and just bring the paper and candle to class)
· copies of Daniel Chapters 1 - 6 in Wolof for the students to read
· chalk/chalkboard
· coloring sheets (1 per student)
· crayons
Review:
So, we have been studying the book of Daniel from the Old Testament. You remember that God had allowed a King  to capture the Israelites. Do you remember the King's name and what country he was from? Buur ba, nu mu tudd ak ban réew la yilif? [Nebuchadnezzar - Babylon]. Buur bi tann na ay waxambaane ci ñi ñu jàpp, ngir ñu ligéeyal ko. Tann na Dañeel ak ñetti xaritam. Ndax yeenangi fàttaliku ni ñu tudde, ñetti xarit yi? Daniel and three of his friends were chosen. Who remembers their names? [Sadarag ak Mesag ak Abet Nego]

What happened in Chapter 1? [Allow any volunteers to answer.] In Chapter 1, Daniel and his friends decided not to disobey God by eating the king's unclean food and wine so Daniel asked if the four of them could just eat vegetables and drink water. After 10 days, they were healthier and stronger than the others who were eating the king's meat and wine. They were obedient to God even in a difficult situation when those around them didn't believe in or obey God and we see that God took care of them.

What happened in Chapter 2? [Allow students to share what they remember.] The Lord gave King Nebuchadnezzar a dream that the King asked his wise men to interpret. Daniel and his friends prayed and God told Daniel what the king had dreamed and what it meant. The dream was about a statue made of different materials that represented kingdoms to come. Through this dream, King Nebuchadnezzar learned that only God’s Kingdom will last forever. We learned that God knows and controls the future.

What happened in Chapter 3? [Allow students to share what they remember.] The King made a huge gold statue and called everyone to worship it. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew that it is wrong to worship idols so they refused to bow down. The King was angry and made the fire seven times hotter and had Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego thrown in. The kings' servants were burned but not Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The King was amazed to see them walking around in the fiery furnace, no longer tied up, and with a fourth person who looked "like a god" walking around with them! King Nebuchadnezzar saw that the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego was faithful; He could do what none of his “gods” could do - God could rescue His people. So King Nebuchadnezzar made a law that no one could speak against the God of Israel. 

And finally, what happened in last week's story in Chapter 4? [Allow students to share what they remember.] Nebuchadnezzar had another dream. He dreamt of a huge tree that was cut down. He summoned Daniel and asked him to interpret it. Daniel told that the tree represented him. God was warning the King that he would be cut down if he didn't repent of his sin and pride. God patiently waited one year and, when the King didn't repent, the dream came true. He was driven from people and lived wild outside eating grass like a cow for seven "jamano". In this way God humbled him, and then He restored him to the throne. After that, the King recognized that God is the Lord of all and he praised and worshiped Him. 

Do you remember the Bible verse from last week? [Kuy réy-réylu Boroom bi mën na la suufeel. Dañeel 4:37b  ]

King Nebuchadnezzar learned this lesson and he was humbled. But when King Nebuchadnezzar died, his grandson, Belshazzar became king. Belshazzar didn't understand this truth. Today's story is about King Belshazzar.

Lesson:
Say: Let’s suppose Nebuchadnezzar is your grandfather. You have heard all his stories and know that he was king for many years.  Not only have you heard of his greatness you have also heard of the time he was humbled. You heard that the God of heaven punished Maam Nebuchadnezzar because he became proud. You heard the humiliating story of how he crawled around for seven years like a wild animal. What lesson do you think you could take from this story and put into practice in your life? (Acknowledge that the Lord God is ruler over all, repent of your sins, not be proud, worship God.)

Let’s turn in our Bibles to Daniel 5. Today in our story Daniel is about 90 years old. He had been living in Babylon for a very long time.  In all those years Daniel remained faithful to the Most High God. Nebuchadnezzar was no longer living. His grandson Belshazzar was ruling Babylon.

Belshazzar doesn’t worship the One, True God. He is a very proud. He knows about how the God of heaven punished his grandfather for pride but this knowledge didn’t change the way Belshazzar lived his life.

Belshazzar had built walls around his kingdom so enemies could not invade and attack. The walls were about 8 stories high and they were wide enough to be a six-lane highway. Chariots could be ridden around on the top of these walls.

Belshazzar had made a passage way under the wall for the River to flow in to the city so the people could have water and be secure inside the closed walls. He made sure that there was enough food inside the walls so his kingdom could stay inside the closed walls for a very long time. Belshazzar was quite proud of himself. He knew that there were enemies outside trying to invade and attack him but he was very confident they would never get to him or his kingdom.

King Belshazzar decided to throw a great feast; he invited 1000 of his most important leaders. He had lots of food and wine for all his party guests.

The more he and his guests drank the wine the more they became under the power of the alcohol. You know the Word of God says not to get drunk (naan sangara ba mandi). Alcohol causes you to not be able to be in complete control of your thinking and actions.  Belshazzar and his guests were celebrating and drinking and were becoming drunk with wine. Let's see what happens...

Read Daniel 5:1-4
1 Am na bés Buur Baltacar defal ay jaraafam bernde ju réy. Ña nga tollu ci junni, muy naan nag ca seen kanam. 2 Biiñ ba jay Baltacar, mu joxe ndigal, ñu indi ndab, yu xaalis yaak yu wurus ya baayama Nabukodonosor jële woon ca °jaamookaayu Yerusalem, ngir ñu naane ca, mook i jaraafam ak i soxnaam ak i nekkaaleem. 3 Ba mu ko defee ñu indi ndabi wurus ya ñu jële woon ca jaamookaay ba, kër Yàlla ga ca Yerusalem. Buur di ca naan, mook i jaraafam ak i nekkaaleem. 4 Ña ngay naan biiñ, di sàbbaal yàllay wurus yaak yu xaalis yaak yu xànjar yaak yu weñ yaak yu bant yaak yu doj ya.

So at this big banquet the king and his guests were drinking wine. As Belshazzar drank wine he came up with an idea. What items does Belshazzar want? (Gold and silver goblets taken from the temple in Jerusalem)  Why?  (So that the king and the guests might drink from them) And then as they drank from the gold goblets what did they do?  (Praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone) 

When Belshazzar's grandfather King Nebuchadnezzar captured the Jewish people in Jerusalem his army attacked Jerusalem and went into God’s temple and took many of the holy items that were inside the temple that the priests used to worship God. Some of those items  that Nebuchadnezzar took were gold and silver goblets or cups that are used to drink from. Belshazzar commanded that those gold and silver goblets be brought to him so that they could use them to drink wine from at his banquet. When the gold and silver goblets were brought to the king wine was poured in them and the guests at the banquet began to toast each other and praise the idols of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. He was using items that God had called holy for use to worship and praise in His temple, as items to praise false gods. His behavior was proud, offensive to the One True God, and sinful. God is holy and sees everything. He is also powerful and will judge. 

Read Daniel 5:5-9
5 Ca saa sa baaraami loxob nit buy bind feeñ fa janook tegukaayu làmp ba, ca kaw miiru kër buur, ba ñu weexal. Buur di xool catu loxo bay bind. 6 Kanamu Buur nag soppiku, njàqare dikkal ko, ba ndigg la ne yalax, óom yay fenqoo.
7 Buur daldi àddu ca kaw, di woolu ñeengokat yeek xërëmkat yi ak seetkat yi. Mu wax ak boroom xam-xami Babilon yooyu ne leen: «Képp ku jàng mbind mii te wax ma lu mu tekki, dees na ko solal yérey buur yu xonq curr, takkal ko caqu wurus, jox ko kilifteef gu koy tofal ci bummi.»
8 Ba loolu amee boroom xam-xami Buur yépp dikk ba ca biir, waaye manuñoo jàng mbind ma, bay xamal Buur la muy tekki. 9 Buur Baltacar nag gënatee tiit, kanam ga gëna soppiku, jaraafam ya it jàq.

As Belshazzar and his guests were praising their false gods with God’s holy items, a hand appeared and wrote a message on the wall.  Belshazzar was terrified as he watched this hand write a message on his palace wall. In a loud voice he cried out, “Send for my magicians and astrologers!” Notice that when a person lives to please self they don’t look to God for answers first. They try to figure things out for themselves and look to everyone but God for answers.

When his ‘wise men’ were brought before him he said, “Whoever can tell me what this message on my wall says, I will clothe you in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck. You will also be promoted to the third highest ruler in my kingdom.”

Belshazzar’s wise men went over to the wall and studied the writing. They looked at the words and didn’t know what the message said. This frightened Belshazzar even more. 

Note that spiritual things can only be discerned by someone filled with God’s Spirit. We should seek wisdom from godly people who will share God’s truth from the Bible. Believers shouldn’t seek advice or guidance from someone who doesn’t believe in Jesus Christ because they do not know how to please God since they don’t believe in Him.

Read Daniel 5:10-12. Ci biir loolu Lingeer, ndeyi Buur, dégg coowal Buur ak i jaraafam, daldi duggsi ci biir néegu xawaare bi. Mu ne: «Buur, guddal u fan! Bul tiit, bu sa kanam lëndëm. 11 Am na góor gu nekk ci sa réew mi; xelu yàlla yu sell yaa ngi ci moom, te ci sa jamonoy baay, gis nañu ci moom ag ràññee ak xel ak xam-xam bu nirook xam-xamu yàlla yi. Buur Nabukodonosor sa baay nag fal ko, mu jiite taryaax yeek ñeengokat yeek xërëmkat yeek seetkat yi; 12 loolu yépp ndax dañoo gis ci kooku Buur tudde Beltasar, xel mu ñaw ak um njàng ak ràññee. Day firi gént, di teqental ay cax ak a lijjanti ay jafe-jafe. Kookooy Dañeel; kon nañu ko woo, mu wax piri mi.»

The queen heard all kinds of noise coming from the banquet hall and learned that Belshazzar had no one to tell him what the writing on his wall meant. She came before the king and said, “O king live forever! Don’t be alarmed!  There is a man in your kingdom that has the Spirit of the Holy God. In the days of your grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar made him his top wise man because he had such knowledge and understanding and also the ability to interpret dreams and explain riddles. You should call for this Daniel to help you with this problem.”

Many believe at the time of this time Daniel was possibly 90 years old. Daniel had lived a godly life. He obeyed God in the midst of wickedness in Babylon. He was known for his wisdom and understanding and obedience to God. He lived to please God and was filled with God’s Spirit. Because of Daniel’s reputation the queen knew who could help Belshazzar understand the meaning of the writing on the wall.

Read Daniel 5:13-30. Ci kaw loolu ñu indi Dañeel fa kanam Buur. Buur ne Dañeel: «Du yaay Dañeel mi bokk ci Yudeeni ngàllo, ga Buur saa baay jële Yudaa? 14 Dégg naa sab jëw, ñu naan noowi yàlla yaa ngi ci yaw, te gis nañu ci yaw ag ràññee ak um xel ak xam-xam bu takku. 15 Léegi indiloon nañu ma boroom xam-xam yeek ñeengokat yi, ndax ñu jàngal ma mbind mii, xamal ma pireem. Waaye xamuñu pireem. 16 Dégg naa nag ne man ngaa firi lool ak a lijjanti mbir yu jafe. Soo ma manee jàngal mbind mi, wax ma lu muy tekki, dees na la solal yérey buur yu xonq curr, takkal la caqu wurus, jox la kilifteef gu lay tofal ci bummi.»
17 Dañeel nag janook Buur ne ko: «Buur, dencal sag may te jox keneen say neexal. Du tee ma jàngal la mbind mi, firil la ko.
18 «Buur, Yàlla Aji Kawe ji daa joxoon sa baay Nabukodonosor nguur gi, muy ku màgg, am ndam ak daraja. 19 Màggaay ga mu ko mayoon tax waa mbooloo yeek xeet yeek làkk yépp ragal ko, bay lox ci kanamam. Ku ko soob, mu rey; ku ko soob, mu bàyyi; ku ko soob, mu fal; ku ko soob, mu torxal. 20 Waaye ba mu bewee, të ticc bay réy-réylu, dañu koo jàllarbee ca nguuram, nangu ndam la, 21 dàqe ko ci nit ñi, def xel ma xelum rab. Mu dëkk ak mbaam àll yi, am ñax dim xontam niw nag, lay biy wàcc, di ko faam, ba kera ba mu xamee ne Aji Kawe jee yor nguuru nit, di ko jox ku ko neex.
22 «Yaw Baltacar miy doomam nag, xam nga loolu lépp te taxu laa toroxlu, 23 xanaa ngay diirook Boroom asamaan, bay santaane ñu indil la ndabi këram, nga di ci naan biiñ, yaak say jawriñ ak say soxna ak say nekkaale, ngeen di sàbbaal ay yàllay xaalis ak yu wurus ak yu xànjar ak yu weñ ak yu bant ak yu doj, te du ci lenn luy gis mbaa muy dégg mbaa mu xam dara. Waaye Yàlla ji yor sa bakkan tey ak ëllëg sàbbaaloo ko. 24 Moo tax Yàlla yónni loxo bi, mu rëdd mbind mii.
25 «Mbind mi ñu rëdd mooy: WAÑÑ, WAÑÑ, NATT, SÉDDALE. 26 Li muy firi mooy: WAÑÑ (numbered): Yàlla waññ na sa nguur, ba jeexal ko. (God has numbered the days of your reign and has brought it to an end.)
27 NATT (weighed): Nattees na sa diisaay ci nattukaay bi, nga yées. (You have been weighed on the balances and have not measured up.)
28 SÉDDALE (divided and distributed to others): Séddale nañu sam réew, ba jox ko xeeti Medd ak Pers.» (Your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.)
29 Ca la Baltacar joxe ndigal, ñu solal Dañeel yérey buur yu xonq curr, takkal ko caqu wurus, daldi yégle ne moo topp ci bummi.
30 Guddi googa lañu rey Baltacar, buuru waa Babilon.

Daniel was brought before Belshazzar. Belshazzar told Daniel that he had heard that God’s Spirit was in him and that he had insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom. He told him about how his magicians and astrologers could not help him with his problem and since he had heard that Daniel was able to solve difficult problems he asked him to help him and if he could interpret the writing he would be given the purple robe, gold chain and become the third highest ruler in his kingdom.

Daniel wasn’t interested in the king’s reward and he told him that he could keep his gifts and give the rewards to someone else.  Daniel knew that God’s rewards were far more meaningful than this king who was living to please self.

Daniel agreed that he would read the writing that was on the wall and tell him what it means. First, Daniel began by speaking about Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar’s grandfather. He told of how God had given Nebuchadnezzar a great kingdom. At one time in his life Nebuchadnezzar began to believe he was great and became very prideful. He believed that he was great because of all the things he had done. God punished his sin of pride by sending him away to live as a wild animal.  After 7 years of living like a wild animal Nebuchadnezzar realized that God is the Most High God who is the ruler over all kingdoms and sets kings over kingdoms as He wishes.  Nebuchadnezzar had sinned with pride, God had punished him and he turned away from his pride and God gave back the kingdom to him.

Daniel 5:23 Daniel looked at Belshazzar and said, “You are his grandson. You know all about this and yet you have become very prideful.  You have set yourself up against the Lord of Heaven. You have used the Lord’s goblets and have praised the gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood and stone. None of these gods can see or hear or understand. You did not honor God who holds your life in His hands. That is why He sent this writing on the wall.”

Daniel 5:26-28 This is what the writing says, Daniel replied: “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin. This is what the message means: God has measured your life and you do not meet His standards, so your kingdom will be taken away from you and given to someone else.”

Activity:
Words will “appear” on paper through this exercise by using lemon juice and a flame. You will need lemon juice, a Q-tip (or paintbrush), a sheet of paper and a candle or lighter. Before class take a Q-tip, dip it into lemon juice and write the words, “WAÑÑ, WAÑÑ, NATT, SÉDDALE” on a sheet of paper. Allow it to dry. When ready for the demonstration have the children gather around and place the paper over the flame. Keep the paper moving and don't let it catch on fire! The heat should make brownish letters seemingly appear from nowhere. We would suggest that you test this at home first to see how it works.

Conclusion of lesson:
Remember at the beginning of our story I told you that Belshazzar felt confident that no one could penetrate the large walls surrounding Babylon? Well the river that brought water into their city had to come from outside the walls. The enemy soldiers outside the walls dug a trench that drained the river water into a lake so the water was turned away from the city. With the water no longer coming through the river into the walled city, the enemy entered the walls of Babylon through the dry riverbed.

That very night after Daniel gave God’s message to the king the enemies entered Babylon and took over Belshazzar’s kingdom.  Belshazzar was killed and a new king reigned in Babylon. God’s message to Belshazzar came true that very night.  God punished Belshazzar for his sin against Him.

Belshazzar chose to ignore the lesson he heard about his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. He chose to live a prideful and arrogant life.  God punished his sin and he lost his life and his kingdom.

When we have been shown His truth and we do not turn from our sin we will be punished. If we turn from our sins and ask God to forgive us He does. When God forgives us for our sins He also gives us the power to live a life that pleases Him. Let’s not ignore the lesson God has taught us from the lives of Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. Let’s live humbly before Him acknowledging that He is the ruler of all and deserves all our praise.

Memory verse:
Write the verse on the board (before class, if possible). Dañeel 5:23b  Yàlla moo yor sa bakkan tey ak ëllëg!

Read it out loud. Then have the class read it out loud in unison with you. Then ask each student to repeat the verse out loud. Who can recite the verse with their eyes closed? 

Prayer:
Lord, our lives are in your hands. We humble ourselves before you and we want to honor you (bëgg nañu la sàbbaal). Help us to listen to what you teach us. Thank you for Jesus who died for us to save us from the punishment for our sin. It's in His name we pray. 

Review Questions:
1. Kan moo doon maamu Baltacar? Who was Belshazzar’s grandfather? [Nebuchadnezzar]
2. Baltacar joxe na ndigal, ñu indi lan ci xéw bi? [ndab, yu xaalis yaak yu wurus ya baayama Nabukodonosor jële woon ca Ker Yàlla ga ca Yerusalem] What does Belshazzar order to be brought to his banquet?  [Gold and silver goblets that were taken by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple]
3. Lan la Baltacar def ba wone ne sàbbaalul Yàlla? How did Belshazzar disrespect God? [ñungay naan sangara ci ndab yu sell yi di màggal ay yàllay xërëm]
4. Lan moo tiitloo Baltacar? Why does Belshazzar become terrified? [ab catu loxo aangiy bind ci kaw miir bi |Fingers from a human hand begin writing on the wall]
5. Kan la Baltacar woolu? Who did Belshazzar call for help? [ñeengokat yeek xërëmkat yi ak seetkat yi]
6. Ndax mënoon nañu jàng mbind ma, ba xamal Buur la muy tekki? [déedéet] 
7. Soo amee jafe-jafe, walla am na lu la jaaxal, ci lan walla ci kan nga wara wut pexe walla xam-xam? Lu may wax, suffekke ci moom nga wara dem, nga jog, taxaw. Waaye bu dul loolu, ngay toog. If you have a problem, where should you seek wisdom or solutions? If what I say is a good place to look for answers, stand up. If not, sit down. 
a. ci Kàddug Yàlla [taxaw]
b. ci xërëmkat [toog]
c. ci say xarit ñi gëm Yeesu [taxaw]
d. ci television [toog]
e. ci seetkat yi [toog]
f. ci ñaan Yàlla[taxaw]
g. ci say xarit ñi gëmul Yeesu [toog]
h. ci Pasteur [taxaw]
i. ci waa église [taxaw]
8. Kan moo mujjoona mëna wax piri mi? Who was able to tell Belshazzar what the message meant? [Daniel]
9. Lan la mbind mi wax ak lu mu tekki? What was the message and what did it mean? [WAÑÑ, WAÑÑ, NATT, SÉDDALE. Li muy firi mooy: WAÑÑ: Yàlla waññ na sa nguur, ba jeexal ko. NATT: Nattees na sa diisaay ci nattukaay bi, nga yées. SÉDDALE: Séddale nañu sam réew, ba jox ko xeeti Medd ak Pers.]
10. Yonent Yàlla Dañeel wax na Baltacar, ne ko, "Yàlla ji yor sa bakkan tey ak ëllëg -- sàbbaaloo ko. Moo tax Yàlla yónni loxo bi, mu rëdd mbind mii" ndaxte dina la àtte, Mu daaneel la, jox sa nguur keneen. Kañ la wax jooju ame? [guddi googa]
11. Lan ngay jël ci nettali bi? Maanaam, lan nga ci jàng ci mbir Yàlla walla ci mbir li nga bëgg def yaw, walla ni nga bëgga mel? Lan nga bëgga fàttaliku ci njàng mi? What did you learn from this lesson? What do you want to remember from this story? (Allow students to answer.)
Activity: Coloring page
Give each student a coloring sheet and explain that MENE is WAÑÑ in Aramaic. Let them color in the picture of the King and the hand writing on the wall. They can take it home as a reminder to honor the One True God!
